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Greeting from Japanese Chairperson 

 

The heat of late summer have gone without my noticing it, I fell autumn winds these 

days. It is two months since the 15th Main Conference was concluded, and the members 

who had spent for three weeks together have already started to make progress in their 

own field all over the world.  

We have two aims; “to be the bridge between Japan and Kenya” and “to return our 

product into society”, but the result we can yield during one term is only few. I believe, 

however, that the great power will come into existence if our activities continue for a 

hundred years or more over. For that, we need to progress step by step, even if one step 

is slight. We, 12 members of the 15th Japan Kenya Student Conference, have worked 

hard together for a year to be one step in long history of Japan Kenya Student 

Conference. We have put our heads together, brainstormed when we had difficulties, 

and sometimes we have argued small matters. This report book includes such 

experiences with the feeling of each member. 

Now, few people are interested in Africa in Japan and there are a lot of prejudices 

about it. I hope you find it more attractive when you read this report. I would appreciate 

it if you could read this report and understand our activities even more, and nothing 

could make me happier than this will reach many people in Japan and Kenya, and will 

become the bridges between them. 

Last but not least, my sincerest thanks go to all who have supported to 15th Japan 

Kenya Student Conference. Without the strong supports, this conference would not 

have been possible. We will make further efforts with our feeling of gratitude for you.   

 

 

31st October, 2014 

The Japanese Chairperson 

Misato Abe
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Greeting from Kenyan Chairperson 

 

The 15th Japan Kenya Student Conference has been concluded successfully. We 

overcame a lot of obstacles during the conference. I would like to take this 

opportunity to thank both Kenyan and Japanese members for their hard work and 

determination. As a student of international relations, being a part of this 

conference provided me with an opportunity to a wonderful learning experience, not 

only in an academic sense but also a cultural one.  

The 18 day conference saw us visit different sites in Nairobi and Naivasha. We 

learnt a lot of Kenyan and Japanese history. This was achieved through a homestay 

program where the members lived together for the entire duration, allowing for 

personal one on one interaction. 

My sincerest thanks go to all our sponsors and supporters, the founder of JKSC, 

Ms Chie Goto and finally to all the members of the 15th conference without whom 

this would not have been possible. 

31st October, 2014 

The Kenyan Chairperson 

Rahab Kihuha 
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Greeting from founder 

 

I would like to greet you all with 

gratitude regarding the publication of 

the 15th Japan Kenya Student 

Conference ( JKSC)'s report booklet. 

In order to contribute to the 

development of International society 

and the world peace, JKSC 

organization has been conducting 

mutual understanding and 

internationalization between Japanese 

and Kenyan societies. The effort has 

resulted    to increased   interest 

and awareness towards Japan, Kenya, 

Africa and the global issues. It has also 

led to building of human resource 

development through   the 

International exchange and cooperate 

organization. Generally, JKSC efforts 

have been geared towards creating an 

era of new civilization. 

Normally, JKSC organizes domestic 

activities throughout the year which 

later leads to participation in the main 

conference. Since JKSC was founded, 

more than 100 Japanese university 

student executive members have 

traveled to Kenya and 24 Kenyan 

students out of more than 150 Kenyan 

university students executive members 

have traveled to Japan. 

It was very touching and impressive 

when the 15th JKSC's main conference 

was successfully held in Kenya as 

earlier planned. Honestly, we did not 

anticipate the fruitful turn of events. As 

everyone knows there have been recent 

terrorist attacks on Kenya with 

uncertainty of when the country will  

be safe and free of the attacks thus 

JKSC Japan affiliated people were 

worried of their safety. At one point, we 

were concerned if the main conference 

should be postponed or if Japan side 

and Kenyan side could compromise 

regarding the places of visit. Therefore, 

students from both sides responsibly 

planned together more carefully than 

ever before. More emphasis was put on 

safety, crisis and risk management and 

both sides tried to understand each 

other’s different perspectives on certain 

issues. Due to the tremendous success 

realized during this main conference, I 

would once again like to express my 

admiration for both Japanese and 

Kenyan sides’ executive members’ 

passion and ability in taking the 

necessary action. I would also wish to 

pass my sincere thanks to all of you 

who have been supporting this 

organization to the point we have 

reached. 

While I appreciate outside 

supporters, my heart is filled with 

gratitude towards all of executive 

members of JKSC who have been 
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involved from the 1st JKSC. Anything 

is possible with all of everybody's 

strong will and action towards the 

success of JKSC's conference. 

Material things will disappear one 

day, only spirit and soul shall remain. 

The life of one's nation never lasts with 

material achievement. It will instead 

last because of excellence and great 

people who were produced by that 

nation. Therefore JKSC students who 

lead the 21st Century are nation's 

fortunes who are full of limitless 

possibilities. I really wish that students 

continually hold meaningful and 

quality conferences than ever and to 

always take action together like a huge 

star developed at a spiritual level in 

order to build a better society, a world 

and a future that will shift the history. 

It is also the responsibility of all of us 

adult members of the society to support 

students who are fortune of nations. 

Sorry for this duplicate message, 

each term of JKSC, I have been saying 

repeatedly that it is not only me who is 

the founder of JKSC, but I recognize 

each student who has been involved 

with JKSC's activities, thus all of you 

who are associated with JKSC are 

founders and together we have built 

JKSC. Please continue giving us the 

courtesy support, advice and 

understanding as before. I really hope 

this noble gesture continues and lasts 

forever. 

Let's take action TOGETHER for a 

better society, a better world and a 

better future!!! 

5th September, 2014 

Chie GOTO 
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The outline of JKSC 

 

 

Japan Kenya Student Conference is 

a non-profit, non-religious and 

non-politic student group which is 

consisted of Japanese and Kenyan 

university students. Compared with 

working adults, university students are 

usually free from some social situation 

such as a corporate culture. Taking this 

advantage fully, we aim to become the 

bridge between Japan and Kenya and 

send out information to the society. 

 

History 

 Japan Kenya Student Conference 

was established by Chie Goto in 1999. 

We held the Main Conference 14 times 

until now. (9 times in Kenya and 5 

times in Japan) 

 

Organization 

JKSC is organized by Chairperson, 

Vice chairperson and 8 bureaus, 

Financial affair, Accountant, Planning 

affair, Academic affair, Secretary, 

International Relational affair, 

Information affair, General affair. All 

the JKSC members join one or more 

bureaus. 

 

Activities 

We have action a whole year, and we 

hold the main conference for about a 

month as a compilation of activities for 

one year. 

We hold a Skype Meeting once a 

week and a Training camp Meeting 

once a month, and we irregularly join 

social events all year around. On a 

Skype Meeting, we report current 

situation and share some information 

from each bureau. On a Train camp, we 

study together to get more knowledge 

and discuss the topics we are interested 

in. Moreover, the participation in social 

events makes us interact with other 

student groups and that’s great 

opportunity to introduce our activities 

to society. 

The main conference is a period that 

students of the both countries live 

together and have some activities such 

as research for social problems, visit 

local organizations and cultural 

interactions. This is held once a year 

and the two countries alternate with 

each other each year in being the host. 
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General Outline 

 

Date 

17th August, 2014 – 29th August, 2014 

 

Place 

Kenya (Nairobi, Naivasha) 

 

Schedule 

 

16th Aug. – 22nd Aug.  Nairobi 

23rd Aug. – 25th Aug.  Naivasha 

26th Aug. – 2nd Sep.   Nairobi 

   

16th August 

 

17th August 

 

 

18th August 

 

19th August 

 

 

20th August 

 

21st August 

 

 

22nd August 

Arrive in Kenya 

 

Team Building 

Opening Ceremony 

 

Visit to Bomas of Kenya 

 

Visit to National Archives 

Central Business District in Nairobi City 

 

Study Session 

 

Visit to Pa Ya Paa Arts Centre 

Visit to a Kenyan executive member’s house 

 

Visit to National Museum and Snake Park 
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23rd August 

 

 

24th August 

 

25th August 

 

 

26th August 

 

 

27th August 

 

 

28th August 

 

29th August 

 

 

30th August 

 

31st August 

 

 

1st September 

 

2nd September 

 

 

Move to Naivasha 

Camping 

 

Go to a wildlife sanctuary 

 

Move back to Nairobi 

Study Session 

 

Visit to David Sheldrick Wildlife Trust  

Visit to Paradise Lost 

 

   Visit to JICA Kenya Office 

Visit to New Life Children’s Home 

 

Study Session 

 

Symposium  

Closing Ceremony 

 

See the sights of Nairobi City 

 

Go to Food Exhibition 

Go to Safari Walk in Nairobi National Park 

 

Go shopping in a local market 

 

Leave Kenya  
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Members’ List 

 

Japan Side 

 

Post Name University Year 

Attendance  

at the Main 

Conference 

Chairperson Misato Abe Osaka University junior ○ 

Vice Chairperson 

Secretary 
Honoka Sakamoto 

Tokyo University of 

 Foreign Studies 
junior   

Financial Affair Ikumi Okunaka Osaka University junior ○ 

Planning Affair Wenbo Chang Tokyo University  sophomore ○ 

Academic Affair Ruka Terukina St. John's University sophomore   

International 

Relation Affair 
Asuka Uchida Kansai Gaidai University junior ○ 

Information Affair Ami Sugimura 
Tokyo University of  

Foreign Studies 
junior   

 

 

Kenya Side 

 

Post Name University Year 

Attendance  

at the Main 

Conference 

Chairperson Rahab Kihuha 
United States 

International University 
junior ○ 

Vice Chairperson Jalal-U-Din Ayub 
United States 

International University 
sophomore ○ 

Academic Affair Don Handa 
United States 

International University 
senior ○ 

Accountant Melanie Macoloo 
United States 

International University 
sophomore ○ 

Planning Affair Khalid Mohamed Ayub Nairobi University freshman   
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Bomas of Kenya 

18th August 

 

We visited to Bomas of Kenya. It was a 

field trip to study Kenyan culture. In 

Kenya, there are many district ethnic 

groups such as Kikuyu, Luo and Luhya, 

and each group has its own history, 

language and culture. Different aspects of 

Kenyan culture are displayed there 

including living style, music and dancing.  

The word Bomas was derived from 

"Boma"-a Swahili word for enclosed 

homestead and there are many different 

"Bomas" in Bomas of Kenya. The 

imitation villages of the various ethnic 

groups reflect the difference of each 

culture. We walked around the villages 

and learned their features. It was 

interesting to compare them, for example, 

some groups have a bigger husband's 

house than wives' one while other some 

groups have bigger wives' house than a 

husband's one.  

The performance of music and dancing 

was exciting opportunity to appreciate 

their culture. All the music and the 

dancing have their important meanings, 

but recently, the cultures are getting to 

disappear. Now, the number of people 

living in cities is increasing and less 

people continue to have traditional living 

style, it is the time to try to preserve the 

unique and valuable cultures. 

(Prepared by Misato Abe) 

 

National Archives 

19th August 

 

The arts produced by different 

cultures represent their different ways of 

life; their economic activities as well as 

their belief systems. As such, the arts are 

useful for giving us an idea of how 

different people lived in different places, 

what differences there were between 

different groups, as well as similarities. 

The Kenya National Archives building 

sits in the middle of the Nairobi, facing 

the famous Hilton Hotel to the front, and 

the busy Tom Mboya street to the back. 

The National Archives building houses a 

collection of documents, photographs, and 

art relating to the history of Kenya, and 

Africa at large. During our visit to the 

National Archives, we had the 

opportunity to view the art collection as 

well as the photographs on display. The 

art collection on display in the National 

Archives originally belonged to Joseph 

Murumbi, the second vice president of 

Kenya; he gathered the different pieces 

during his travels around Africa. The 

display of this collection is contained in 

the Murumbi gallery section of the 

building, and it is here that we visited.  
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The collection is quite impressive, 

including weaponry used by indigenous 

groups from Kenya, artefacts of 

day-to-day life including utensils and 

furniture, ornaments and adornments, 

and visual art pieces from the ancient to 

the contemporary period. The display 

further incorporates pictorials 

documenting the development of Kenya 

from the colonial period to the present 

day, with highlights on notable moments 

in Kenya’s political history. 

The visit to the National Archives 

served as an indispensable learning 

opportunity for the members present; the 

Kenyan as well as the Japanese students. 

Additionally, it also showed us the 

considerable effort that is going into 

preserving and promoting African culture, 

to make it possible for future generations 

to experience this treasure. 

(Prepared by Don Handa) 

 

Central Business District 

19th August 

 

On 19th of August, Kenyan members 

guided Nairobi CBD for us. While I was 

in Japan, lots of people told me Nairobi 

was dangerous to go around.   

However I felt Nairobi is not so 

different from other Asian cities and as 

crowded as those Asian cities. On our 

way to CBD, we used public bus, which 

I would remember forever. The bus 

jolted on the bad road and I was almost 

thrown out into the street from the 

window. We also went to the 

observation deck from which people can 

see the whole view of Nairobi. We 

happened to be there with primary 

students. As soon as they saw us, they 

surrounded us. Then we Japanese 

members were hit by a barrage of 

questions and didn't know how to deal 

with the situation. Although it was fun 

experience, but we were overwhelmed 

by the vitality of those children. For 

lunch we all had French fries and some 

Kebab. This meal was quite cheap 

compared to the one we usually have in 

Japan.  

Above all I liked Nairobi city because 

the atmosphere there gave me the 

feeling that I was truly alive. This 

atmosphere is unique to the developing 

country's city. Thus we could not 

encounter it in Japan. I'm sure I will 

miss this city someday and hope be able 

to come back to Kenya in near future! 

(Prepared by Wenbo Chang) 

 

Pa Ya Paa Art Center 

21st Augst 

 

The visit to Paa ya Paa arts center was 

organized in line with our topic of Arts 

and culture.  The main purpose of the 

visit was to gain a better understanding 

on the how art galleries are run and the 
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perception of Kenyans towards the 

various forms of Art. 

We arrived at Paa ya Paa arts center 

at 10 am in the morning and were 

received by the director Philda Njau.  

She was very gracious and warm and 

began the session by talking to us about 

the history of paa ya paa. Their logo is a 

tortoise and she explained the reason was 

because Paa ya paa has been around for 

decades but most people hardly seem to 

notice it, hence the comparison to the 

pace of a tortoise, from a far seems like it 

makes no progress ,but after some time 

everyone notices its progress and change 

of  location. 

After the brief introduction she took us 

round the center and we had a look at the 

various works from different artists in 

Kenya. The question and answer segment 

was done throughout the tour from the 

time of our arrival to departure time. 

Their criteria for selecting the art 

displayed on the wall was done by an 

experienced art specialist ,after vetting of 

the artists .His duties include acquisition 

of art ,operation of the day to day and 

acting as a liaison between the buyer and 

the artist. 

There were some art pieces reflecting 

various themes such as religion, politics, 

love and peace. We saw various works 

ranging from stone sculptures, paintings, 

murals and wooden carvings .The age of 

the artists also varied greatly we saw 

works by 6 year olds as well as 60 year 

olds . It was a rich mixture of old and new 

combined together and everything about 

the arts center was exquisite no detail 

was left out and even the garden 

balanced the delicate harmony between 

nature and art. 

The center has also had its share of 

celebrities and artists who have 

performed and visited. Some of these 

names include Jimmy Carter, Lauren 

Hill, Sidney Portier and many others. 

One other thing the director insisted was 

that the center is run on spontaneity and 

creativity sometimes events are 

organized in a spur of the moment and 

became a great hit. It being an art center 

attracts different crowds of people from 

the art lover to the curious mind .Finally 

it became  evident to us that no matter 

who you are and wherever your interest 

lie the doors of paa ya paa are always 

open to all. 

We ended the session with a note of 

thanks to the Director and all the staff 

members who played a role in our visit. 

The main lesson we learnt was 

appreciating art as it is part of our 

culture. 

(Prepared by Rahab Kihuha) 

 

Kenyan member ’s home 

21st August 

 

One of the Kenyan members invited us 

to his home for dinner.  Although our 
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visit was unexpected and some of us were 

foreigners, his family accepted and 

treated us in a kind and friendly manner. 

They were Muslim family so Japanese 

members were able to experience a new 

culture. On the way to his house, we saw 

the prayer room, which had beautifully 

designed furniture and the Koran. Some 

Japanese members wore a Kanzu, 

Keffiyeh (Arafat), Hijab, and Abaya and 

took many photos of them in the beautiful 

and traditional folk costumes. It was a 

fortunate event because we enjoyed a 

valuable opportunity where we were able 

to expose ourselves to the different 

culture. We really appreciated the family 

for that.  We also had a delicious dish 

which his mother cooked for us having a 

pleasant conversation during and after 

the dinner.  

We got an opportunity to talk about 

Japanese and Kenyan culture. We 

learned a lot of interesting aspects of the 

country. We were really excited about 

staying in his home as part of the cultural 

experience. 

(Prepared by Asuka Uchida) 

 

National Museum& Snake Park 

22nd August 

 

One of the objectives that the JKSC 

hopes to achieve is enriching the 

understanding of the two countries – 

Japan and Kenya – for all its members. 

This means that the JKSC intends to do 

more than merely equip the members 

with facts, and figures, about Kenya and 

Japan. The goal is to put members in a 

position to understand the societies of the 

two nations, and to interact more 

fruitfully with the nationals of either 

country. It is the wide scope of the items 

on display at the National Museum in 

Nairobi that made it a good choice for a 

visit by the members attending the 15th 

conference. In addition, the snake park 

and the botanical garden provide a 

chance to see some among the wide 

variety of flora and fauna present in 

Kenya. 

On the day of the visit, we opted to 

begin with the snake park then later 

move on to the main museum. The snake 

park brings together various snake 

species ranging from common snakes 

such as the brown house snake 

(Lamprophis fuliginosus) to more unique 

species found only in specific areas. The 

more interesting species that we were 

able to view include the green mamba 

(Dendroapsis angusticeps); the Kenya 

sand boa (Eryx colobrinus); the puff 

adder (Bitis arietans), and the 

black-necked spitting cobra (Naja 
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nigricollis). However, unlike what the 

name suggests, the snake park does not 

only contain snakes. The facility also 

includes an aquarium at which keeps 

common fish varieties from within Kenya. 

The Kenyan students had the privilege of 

learning the Japanese names of some of 

the fish such as futsuu namaze – the 

common catfish. The other animals on 

display were turtles, alligators, and 

tortoises. 

The second stage of the visit saw the 

members move into the main building 

that hosts the actual museum. In the 

museum members were able to gain 

insight into various aspects of Kenyan 

society. The displays in the national 

museum address the political, cultural, 

and even the evolutionary history of 

Kenya. With displays that include fossils 

from several archaeological sites, 

photographs documenting the colonial 

and post-independence development and 

artefacts from the different ethnic groups 

then comprise Kenya’s diverse society. 

The displays extend further, to 

incorporate galleries of artwork 

producers by artists currently working 

within Kenya and the greater East Africa 

region. One of the landmark display 

items in the National museum is a 

skeleton of an elephant formerly known 

as Ahmed. Ahmed, while alive, was 

among the largest elephants alive in 

Kenya, and upon death, the decision was 

made to preserve his skeleton for viewing. 

Accompanying this is a life-size model of 

what was Ahmed. 

One may say that the visit to the 

National Museum and Snake Park was a 

success. It would be inaccurate to suggest 

that during this one visit the members 

were able to learn all that there is to 

learn about Kenya’s history and the 

current state of Kenyan society. However, 

the session gave them – the members – 

access to information and knowledge that 

might have been previously unknown to 

both the Japanese, as well as the Kenyan 

members in attendance. The hope is that 

the knowledge gained during this visit 

will act as a starting point from which the 

attendees of the 15th conference can build 

and expand their understanding of the 

constantly evolving state and society of 

Kenya. 

(Prepared by Don Handa) 

 

Naivasha 

23rd – 25th August 

 

The town, Naivasha is northwest of 
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Nairobi. It takes an hour and a half to 

arrive there by car. We visited it. The 

difference between Naivasha and Nairobi 

is large. In Nairobi, we can see a huge 

number of automobiles and people. 

However in Naivasha we were able to feel 

the atmosphere of rural area in Kenya for 

the first time.   

On the way to Naivasha, we visited 

Great Rift Valley. Even Japanese people 

who don’t know about Africa a lot should 

have ever heard the name. We all learned 

about it in geographic classes in junior 

high school and high school days. It is 

very famous spot. 

In those days I couldn’t imagine I 

stood there in several years. This 

impression and the magnificent scenery 

made me realize I was in Africa.  

Then we experienced a lot of things, 

but most of impressive one is meeting 

wild animals. We met a hippopotamus, 

zebras, giraffes and so on. In Japan we 

definitely cannot see these animals run 

or swim fast. In a zoo, these animals 

usually don’t move. Of course this 

valuable experience is first time for 

Japanese members, therefore we all were 

excited.  

(Prepared by Ikumi Okunaka) 

 

David Sheldrick Wildlife Trust 

26th August 

 

On August 26 2014, the JKSC visited 

the David Sheldrick Wildlife Trust, a 

home for young elephants that have lost 

their mothers to poaching. Rising 

poaching has caused a gradual decline in 

the number of elephants in Kenya – as 

elephants are killed for their ivory, the 

calves left behind also tend to die off, as 

they are not yet old enough to be able to 

survive on their own in the wild. Another 

cause the declining elephant population 

is increased human-wildlife conflict. As 

the number of people continues to grow, 

there is increased competition for 

available resources – land, water sources, 

and pasture – and this has resulted in 

elephants dying amidst confrontation 

with human beings when the elephants 

stray into human settlements. Visitors 

are charged an entry fee of Ksh 500, and 

this money goes towards sustaining 

conservation efforts.  

Names are given to the rescued calves 

that correspond to the places where they 

are found. Upon arrival, the elephants 

are assigned to specific volunteers that 

are in charge of their care. The levels of 

care given to these elephants are so high, 
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such that they are kept in sheds with 

keepers keeping watch over them on a 

rotational basis. Elephants are entirely 

dependent on milk for the 1-2 years of 

their life so during this period their 

feeding regimen consists of cowls milk, 

which is later replaced with a fortified 

mixture of soymilk. Feeding takes place 

every three hours.  During their stay at 

the nursery, elephants spend days 

outside to enable them to develop 

instincts to exist in the wild. The 

elephants are kept in the nursery for 

between two and a half and three years, 

after which they are released back into 

the wild.  

Among the interesting facts that we 

were able to learn about elephants, is the 

fact that at around one week old, 

elephant ears are actually pink in colour. 

Visiting the Sheldrick Trust exposed the 

members of the JKSC to a commendable 

attempt to conserve an important part of 

the ecosystem for future generations. 

(Prepared by Melanie Macoloo) 

 

Paradise Lost 

26th August 

 

We arrived at the paradise lost at 2.00 

pm in the afternoon after visiting the 

David Sheldrick orphanage. The main 

purpose of the visit to experience the 

beautiful scenery that the area had to 

offer .We began our walk with visiting the 

caves located by the waterfall.  Despite 

the fact that the caves were lit, the 

deeper we went the scarier it became. At 

some point the lights went out and most 

of the members were scared. It was also 

very humid inside the caves. 

The Kenyan members took the 

opportunity to explain the historical 

value of the caves to the Japanese 

members .During the struggle for 

independence the maumau freedom 

fighters used the caves as a hide out and 

a place to recuperate to heal their 

injuries .I think it was good that the light 

went out because for those brief seconds 

we got a small taste of the fear and 

uncertainty the freedom fighters 

experienced. After touring the caves we 

took a moment to view the waterfall 

outside the caves. 

Finally we went horseback riding and 

although it was a bit nerve wrecking at 

first we soon adapted and it turned to be 

fun .While having lunch we got the 

chance to see the nearby lake and the 

view was spectacular. 

The day ended on a good note and we 

were all happy to have a relaxing picnic 

and a fun day out while taking in the 

beauty that nature has to offer. 

(Prepared by Rahab Kihuha) 
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JICA Kenya Office 

27th August 

 

The visit to the offices of JICA was 

organized in line with the topic of 

‘international cooperation’. The purpose 

of the session was to gain a basic 

understanding of the implementation 

methods of JICA projects in Kenya, as 

well as to gather information on potential 

international cooperative activities in 

Kenya. 

The session at the JICA offices begun 

at 10:00 a.m. as scheduled. Mr Kazuhiro 

Tambara, senior representative for JICA 

in Kenya, delivered a brief lecture before 

initiating an open question and answer 

discussion.  

The first part of the lecture introduced 

the participants to JICA as a chartered 

governmental organization charged with 

the task of administering Japan’s 

bilateral development aid. The ODA of 

Japan takes the form of grants, loans, 

and technical assistance, with Kenya as 

the biggest recipient of ODA from Japan 

in Africa. Of the three modalities of ODA, 

Kenya receives assistance mostly in the 

form of loans and technical assistance. 

The ability to receive loans from the 

government of Japan is a function of the 

size of an economy that puts Kenya in a 

position of being able to pay back the 

loans over a specified duration. The 

dispatching of ODA takes two main 

forms: sovereign lending, which refers to 

the loans given to governments and 

administered in collaboration with 

government agencies; and, non-sovereign 

lending, which goes through regional 

economic organizations such as the 

EADB, and the ADB. This information 

provided a background against which the 

discussion on project implementation in 

Kenya was to proceed. 

Of the projects undertaken by JICA in 

Kenya, Mr Tambara highlighted projects 

in the sectors of agriculture (the primary 

economic activity for the greater 

proportion of Kenyans), infrastructure 

development, and technical assistance. 

Notable among the agriculture related 

activities is the SHEP Unit Project; whole 

goal is, essentially, to equip small-scale 

farmers in the horticulture sector with 

the requisite knowledge to participate in 

the local market, earning due profits for 

the sale of their products and adapting 

accordingly to changes in market trends. 

In the realm of infrastructure, JICA 

has successfully completed, in 

collaboration with the Kenyan 
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government, the construction of the 

Western Ring Roads, with a view to 

easing congestion along the roads of 

Kenya’s capital, Nairobi. Additionally, 

JICA is assisting the GDC in the 

construction of a geothermal power 

generation plant at Olkaria, and the 

expansion of the Mombasa port in 

collaboration with the Kenya Ports 

Authority. 

The session at JICA gave us insight 

into the nature and extent of the 

assistance extended to Kenya from Japan. 

Moreover, the members were called to 

consider the possible benefits for Japan 

in a sustained cooperative relationship 

with Kenya. In this regard, Kenya’s 

growing economy equals new markets for 

Japanese products. Furthermore, there 

are opportunities for investment in 

enterprises in Kenya for Japanese 

nationals and corporations. Ultimately, 

the session with JICA allowed us to see 

part of the process of building mutually 

beneficial relationship between the two 

countries. 

(Prepared by Don Handa) 

 

 

 

 

New Life Children Center 

27th August 

 

The New Life Children’s Home in the 

Kilimani area of Nairobi is one among 

several children’s homes around Kenya 

operated by the New Life Homes Trust. 

The New Life Homes Trust came up to 

deal with the problem of abandoned 

children. There are only a few 

organizations in the country dedicated to 

caring for abandoned children. This 

problem is made worse by the fact that 

many of the children’s homes that exist 

do not have the necessary resources to 

care for abandoned children infected with 

the HIV virus. The New Life Homes 

Trust attempts to address this problem. 

The organization takes on the 

responsibility of caring for abandoned 

children infected with HIV or suffering 

from serious illnesses. These children are 

taken from both public and private 

hospital, and they stay in the homes 

where they are cared for until they are 

released to families for adoption of foster 

care. 

The motivation for our visit to the New 

Life home in Kilimani was the decision to 

try and do something small to help the 

less fortunate. During this time, we had 
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the opportunity to donate a few foodstuffs, 

as well as our time to the children. While 

the organization relies of donations to 

fund its activities, we were informed by 

the caregivers that one of the most 

important contributions that one can 

make to the organization is time. This is 

precisely what we did when we arrived. 

We were escorted to the playroom where 

the children spend their afternoons, and 

we played with the children and kept 

them company for about an hour. During 

this time, we had the chance to observe 

the children playing about, being cleaned 

and changed, being fed, and being put to 

sleep. 

The short time spent at the New Life 

home made it clear to all the members 

present that giving a helping hand is not 

always about making material donations. 

The simple act of being with the children, 

and keeping them company is an 

important contribution in itself. It is 

necessary for the emotional well being of 

the children that they are watched over 

and kept in high spirits. This in itself, as 

we were told, goes a long way in helping 

the little children cope with their 

situation. 

(Prepared by Don Handa) 

 

Safari Walk 

30th August 

 

We visited Safari Walk in Nairobi 

National Park. It is the famous place, so 

there are many people including 

foreigners. In front of the gate, Maasai 

people were dancing. They wore their 

traditional clothes and accessories.  

Surprisingly we saw monkeys outside; 

they are not small but big. They seem to 

be able to go outside freely. 

 In the park, all things were different 

from what I imagined. I imagined it was 

a just kind of zoo in Japan. However, it 

was very spacious and large; and a lot of 

space was assigned to animals. In 

addition, there were some areas that 

were separated, and we were able to feel 

different atmosphere. For example, the 

area where many birds lived had a lot of 

tall trees and full of leaves.  In addition, 

we were able to approach animals closer 

than is possible in zoos in Japan. 

Therefore, animals looked relaxed. We 

felt as if we stayed at savannah.   

 We saw many animals, lion, giraffe, 

oryx, leopard, and so on.  However, the 

most interesting thing was that were able 

to see animals that were not in zoos in 

Japan.  

I saw the difference between zoos in 

Japan and zoos in Kenya. That is 

interesting. 

(Prepared by Ikumi Okunaka) 
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Art and Culture 

 Wenbo Chang Jalal-U-Din Ayub Melanie Macoloo 

 

What is art?  

 

Art is everything around us. It is the 

expression or application of human 

creative skill and imagination, typically 

in a visual form such as painting or 

sculpture, and dance. 

 

Art in Kenya Today 

 

Kenya is very rich in terms of art. Arts 

in Kenya include: 

Paintings: Artists express their 

imagination, creativity, and emotions 

through different painting techniques 

which are then displayed in various art 

galleries such as,  Paa Ya Paa, National 

Museums, The Village Market ;and if the 

artist wills, up for sale.  

Sculptures: Craftsmen and sculptors 

design various artifacts through the use 

of available resources such as soapstone, 

wire, stone, glass, wood/barks of trees 

and even recycled material.   

Cultural dances: Dancers train to 

portray different types of Kenyan tribes 

through their dance as well as dress 

codes. This can be seen and experienced 

at the Bomas of Kenya. 

The art in Kenya is however not 

exploited to its full capacity yet and the 

artists face various challenges.   

 

Challenges facing artists and their 

artwork in Kenya. 

 

Lack of ready market for their artwork  

There are many artists in Kenya today, 

who have very beautiful pieces of art and 

sculptures, but there are not as many 

places or channels that they can make 

use of to get their art noticed. If they 

sometimes do get a market for their work, 

they are forced to sell at ridiculously low 

prices.  

 

Art is not taken seriously (Lack Of 

Effective Art Education)   

Most Kenyans do not consider being 

an artist as a full time job. One is 

therefore always advised to do it as a side 

job. All art subjects were scrapped off the 

8.4.4 system which shows the lack of 

interest towards art and support for 

those who are talented or wish to pursue 

their dreams in the specific area. 

 

High prices on artifacts 

Pieces of art cost an arm and a leg and 

therefore are not as affordable to many. 
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An artist may price his/her artwork based 

on certain specific factors such as: Cost of 

materials used, quality of artwork, the 

message conveyed by the piece, cost of 

exhibiting or displaying the artifact and 

at times even fame. Basically, this type of 

paintings and sculptures are usually 

targeted towards a specific niche (the 

rich), the prices can therefore be 

extremely high per artifact. This makes it 

difficult for the artists to sell their work 

hence leaving it either at home or if lucky 

in a gallery until another door opens. 

 

Lack of art appreciation 

Most Kenyans fail to appreciate art as 

they are not educated on the subject and 

therefore do not understand it. Many 

think, “It’s easy, after all it is just some 

paint splattered over canvas.” This is due 

to the misunderstanding of art which in 

turn leads to viewing important 

paintings, sculptures and dances as 

boring and meaningless. They do not see 

the deeper meaning behind the 

meaningless sculpture or the expression 

behind the splattered paint or the hidden 

emotion in the cultural dance. Art is a 

craft and a lot of time and effort goes into 

creating the final work, the masterpiece. 

 

Solutions to the problems (What 

Can Kenya Learn From Japan??) 

 

Introduce and Re-introduce art subjects 

in Schools and at University level 

Art should be Re- introduced in the 

Kenyan education system (8.4.4) so as to 

encourage and nurture potential talent of 

the students interested in art.   

Also at the university level there 

should be a course for art which students 

can pursue if this is their chosen career 

path and not just as a diploma but as a 

degree.  

For example, In Japan, Art is taught 

as a subject throughout school life and 

can be pursued at degree level as well as 

masters/graduate level. This has been 

able to help Japanese locals to appreciate 

and benefit more from the art in Japan. 

 

Educate the population on art and its 

importance   

The Kenyan population should be 

educated about the importance of art and 

the benefits of art. This mass education 

should target mainly the older or aging 

population as they mainly restrict their 

children to other “high income” career 

paths, since they feel art does not pay 

well and is not a serious profession due to 

the lack of established art schools as 

compared to medicine, business or law. 

Japan has specific universities and 

schools for art education. These include: 

Tokyo University of the Arts, Musashino 

Art University and many others. These 

schools/universities help in showing the 

importance of art in Japan and therefore 
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have a major impact on how the Japanese 

population views art.  

 

The help of government for artists 

The Kenyan government should 

establish a system to help talented artists 

within the country. 

For example, Japan has a system 

called, “Living National Treasures.” In 

this system, the Japanese government 

designates talented individuals or groups 

as keepers of important intangible 

cultural properties. In the case of 

individuals, they provide annual grants 

of 2 million Japanese yen to the artist. In 

the case of groups, the government 

sometimes helps put up with their cost of 

exhibitions and activities. This system 

enables many artists to continue their 

creative performance and even to help 

train potential successors.  

 

Conclusion 

With the potential ability to learn how 

to maximize its art capacity, Kenya is 

already home to many talented artists 

and it can stretch its arms to more, be it 

locals or foreigners through adopting the 

Japanese approach to art education. This 

will not only help Kenyans appreciate art 

better but will also improve the quality of 

artwork produced. Based on the 

reflections from Japan, if followed, Kenya 

can benefit endlessly within the circle of 

art and beyond. 
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International Cooperation    

Ikumi Okunaka Asuka Uchida Don Handa 

 

Background 

 

In the present international system, 

Kenya is falls in the group of developing 

countries, whereas Japan belongs to the 

group of industrialized/ developed 

countries. Kenya, on its part, aspires to 

attaining the status of a newly 

industrialised or middle-income country 

in the near future. In pursuit of this goal, 

Kenya has embarked on a variety of 

cooperative activities with other nations 

of the world intended to speed up the 

socio-economic growth of Kenya, and 

Japan is one of these countries. Our 

objective, therefore, was to understand 

the nature and extent of cooperation 

between Kenya and Japan, and to find 

out the potential benefits that lie in such 

cooperation for the two states. 

The relative importance of Kenya in 

the external relations of Japan in evident 

in the notable Japanese institutions that 

have set up their Africa headquarters in 

Africa; these are the Japans External 

Trade Organization (JETRO), the Japan 

International Bank for Co-operation 

(JIBC), and the Japan International 

Co-operation Agency (JICA). In addition 

to this, there are also a growing number 

of Japanese corporations and individuals 

choosing to launch businesses in the 

country. The choice of the Japanese 

government to seek closer ties with 

Kenya is possibly a result of the relative 

importance of Kenya in East Africa, and 

the Greater Horn of Africa region. In the 

Great Lakes region of Africa, Kenya has 

enjoyed a comparatively strong, stable 

economy, which can be seen as influential 

in the decision of the Japanese 

government to seek deeper ties with 

Kenya. The goal, it appears, is to develop 

a relationship such that Kenya can serve, 

in the future, as a development partner 

for Japan in the region. 

 

Development Assistance to Kenya 

from Japan 

 

ODA (Official Development 

Assistance) is the primary mode of 

development aid extended by the 

Japanese government to developing 

countries. ODA takes three main forms, 

concessionary loans, grant aid, and 
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technical assistance and cooperation. 

Kenya happens to be the largest recipient 

of ODA in Africa, further evidence of the 

strong ties existing between Kenya and 

Japan. The Japan International 

Cooperation Agency is the body of the 

Japanese government charged with the 

administration of Japan’s ODA.  It was 

on this fact, that we based our decision to 

focus our attention on the activities of 

JICA in Kenya. JICA’s projects in Kenya 

have focused, so far, on four sectors, all of 

which are vital to Kenya’s socio-economic 

development energy, infrastructure, 

agriculture, and education. What follows 

below is a brief overview of some projects 

in each of these sectors. 

 

Energy 

Energy is the driving force behind any 

economy. Without energy, there can be no 

production of goods and services, not to 

mention the impossibility of distribution 

of goods and services without adequate 

energy resources. In the recent past, a 

phenomenon has emerged that has been 

referred to as the East Africa Oil and Gas 

bonanza. Kenya and Uganda have 

discovered oil reserves that can be mined 

to the extent of 2.5 million barrels, along 

with considerable geothermal power 

reserves as well. Kenya has a problem of 

high cost of energy (electricity) which is 

passed on to producers and consumers of 

goods. Even though Kenya has discovered 

potential geothermal power reserves, it 

lacks the infrastructure and technology 

to exploit this resource. With the help of 

JICA, the Kenyan government has 

initiated the construction of a geothermal 

power generation plant at Olkaria, which 

is meant to supplement the current 

energy supply in the country. JICA 

undertook this project in collaboration 

with Kenya’s Geothermal Development 

Company. 

 

Infrasturcture 

It is not possible for a country to 

develop economically without adequate 

infrastructure. Infrastructure is 

important for the movement of goods and 

services as well as enabling access to 

markets for producers as well as 

consumers. It is in line with this that 

JICA and the Kenya government are 

have collaborated in various projects to 

help develop Kenya’s infrastructure. Of 

the projects undertaken in this sector, the 

most prominent would be the Mombasa 

Port project. The government of Kenya 

and the Japanese government, acting 
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through JICA, have launched a project 

for a large-scale expansion of the port at 

Mombasa. This is important not only for 

the Kenyan economy, but for the region 

as well, because Kenya acts as a gateway 

into the East African interior. 

 

Agriculture 

One of the recent innovations in 

ongoing cooperation between Kenya and 

Japan is the Small-holder Horticulture 

Empowerment and Promotion Unit 

project (SHEP Unit Project). The 

objective of the SHEP Unit project is to 

sensitize small-holder horticulturalists in 

Kenya to the workings of the agriculture 

market, and to equip them with the 

necessary knowledge and skills to enable 

them to understand and work within the 

changing circumstances of the market. 

This would enable small-scale farmers to 

respond to the demands of the market, 

and achieve higher profits from the sale 

of their produce, thus increasing the 

reliability of agriculture as an economic 

activity in the country. 

 

Education 

Assistance in the education sector has 

taken the form of technical assistance 

and knowledge exchange. Rather than 

merely assisting in projects to help grow 

the economy, it is also important to equip 

the people of Kenya with the skills that 

will enable them to develop new 

technologies and innovations to move the 

country forward. Accordingly, JICA and 

the Kenyan government are in 

collaboration in a number of activities 

that include the SMASE initiative, 

geared towards the Stengthening of 

Mathematics and Science Education in 

primary and secondary institutions of 

learning. In addition, the Japanese 

government has also initiated training 

programs in research institutions within 

the country, specifically the Kenya 

Medical Research Institute (KeMRI), and 

the Kenya Forestry Research Institute 

(KeFRI). These training programs do not 

only help in capacity building within the 

country, they also put the institutions 

involved to extend similar training and 

support to other countries in the region. 

Also notable is the recently launched 

Africa Business Education (ABE) 

Initiative. This program was established 

to facilitate the training of individuals 

from both the private and the public 

sector in various Japanese educational 

institutions and corporations. The goal is 

to equip these individuals with knowhow 
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that they can then use to develop their 

economies back home upon conclusion of 

their training. 
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Political System             Misato Abe  Rahab Kihuha 

 

Introduction 

 

Democracy is commonly defined as a 

form of government for the people and by 

the people. The people of a country have a 

say in deciding who their leaders are 

through the electoral process of voting. 

The candidate who garner`s the majority 

vote wins and is sworn in as the leader. 

There are various factors that limit 

democracy in both of these countries but 

we chose to focus on a problem that 

affects the democratic process of voting. 

We all know that the right to vote is a 

fundamental human right therefore 

when people don’t have the right to 

choose their own leaders and government 

then democracy cannot be attained. 

 

Japan 

 

Japan has seen a low voter turnout 

during the last election in comparison to 

Kenya. The voter turnout of the members 

of the House of Representatives in 2012 

was 59.3% (the rate of people in their 20s 

was 37.8%).  The voter turnout of the 

members of the House of Councilors in 

2013 was 52.6% (the rate of people in 

their 20s was 33.3%) 

 

What factors led to this? 

The first is lack of knowledge. 

Majority of the young people do not know 

much about politics and show a general 

lack of interest. During Election Day the 

voter turnout is low, and those who do 

turn up have little information on the 

candidates they are to elect. 

Lack of trust between the people and 

the politicians has had an impact on 

voter turnout. The people have a hard 

time believing in the politicians’ words 

due to cases of corruption. Moreover some 

people feel that their interests are not 

represented by their leaders, hence 

refuse to vote as it they feel it does not 

have an impact. 

 

In Japan low voter turnout has 

affected Democracy in a negative manner 

and led to the following: 

Loss of assumption of Democracy. 

Unfair advantage to certain candidates. 

The youth are marginalized. 

 

Kenya 

Meanwhile Kenya has seen a steady 

increase in the percentage of voters since 

1992 to the recent elections in 2013. 

2013 - 85.91% 

2007 - 69.09 % 

2002 - 57.18 % 

1997 - 65.45 % 

1992 - 58.84%  
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What factors led to this? 

Civic education was done mainly in 

schools from the primary levels to the 

tertiary levels. The Kenyan government 

allocated money and trained staff to 

educate people on the merits of exercising 

their right to vote. 

An increase in flow of information. 

(Through radio, TV and social media). 

The media proved to be a valuable tool in 

spreading the message and getting the 

word to as many people all over the 

country. 

Improved infrastructure also played a 

big role in ensuring voter turnout .The 

constructions of roads like the thika 

super highway and other roads made 

transportation of people and ballot boxes 

to their various polling stations much 

easier. 

Involvement of citizens on voting day. 

The people united and urged each other 

to vote on Election Day. 

 

Despite the high voter turnout 

democracy in Kenya is still under threat. 

In the ruling government cases of 

corruption and embezzling of public 

funds is still very rampant .It is very 

evident that the country still has a long 

way to go in improving Democracy in the 

country.  

 

CONCLUSION 

 

It is evident from the case studies of 

both countries that a lot can be learned 

from each other. Based on the example of 

Japan we learn that the people need to be 

more informed while from Kenya the 

government needs to do more for its 

people. In conclusion the government and 

the people need to work together to 

sustain Democracy.  
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Japanese Chairperson 

Misato Abe 

 

The main conference of JKSC is enable 

for us to discuss any matters face to face 

until we’re satisfied. Japanese executive 

members are interested in Kenya and 

want to ask a lot of questions about the 

country to Kenyan executive members, 

and vice versa. 

“I want talk more with Kenyan.” I felt 

like this after the 14th main conference 

had finished last year. During the 

conference I had a satisfying time with 5 

Kenyan executive members but also 

keenly realized a language barrier and 

my lack of knowledge, because I couldn’t 

sometimes answer to Kenyans’ questions. 

This feeling has inspired me for one 

year to greater efforts to get knowledge of 

both countries. I chose a topic ”Political 

System” in study session on purpose even 

though I had little studied it before. 

Whenever I read literature to refer to 

concerning politics, history, culture and 

language of the countries, I could acquire 

new knowledge. Nevertheless, I felt that I 

don’t really know Kenya, when I was 

there this year. But I think there is a 

difference between my feeling I felt this 

year and that of last year. While I have 

fully realized my lack of effort last year, I 

felt that because I met a lot of new things 

in Kenya, which made me surprised, 

impressed and interested.  

Through this conference I realized 

that if I want to learn something it is so 

important to see it directly. I think, at the 

same time, previous learning has given 

me better understanding and helped me 

communicate with Kenyan. 

Finally, there are a lot of place I have 

not known yet all over the world. I want 

to learn as much as I can about them. 

 

Financial Affair 

Ikumi Okunaka 

 

Before I visited Kenya and attended 

the main conference, I worried about 

everything so much. It is because I 

thought Kenya is very dangerous and we 

may be involved in an act of terrorism, a 

traffic accident, and so on. Therefore we 

Japanese members acquired a lot of 

useful information from different 

organizations and people, such as 

Embassy of Japan in Kenya, Ministry of 

Foreign Affairs of Japan, and people 

living in Kenya. 

And of course, Japanese and Kenyan 

members discussed the risk of safe many 
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times. Sometimes a small conflict 

happened because our opinions were not 

always same. I understood how hard it is 

to negotiate. However it is fruitful 

experience for all of us. Discussing 

anything with people who have different 

contexts makes our sights wider and 

gives us new ideas. 

Though I thought Kenyan members 

were scary persons when we discuss it 

before we met them, in fact Kenyan 

members were so kind to us. I understood 

it is quite important to meet each other 

too. Communication online sometimes 

cause misunderstandings.  

And I appreciate Japanese and 

Kenyan chairpersons. Without them, we 

couldn’t succeed in this conference. 

Before the conference, they always 

communicated with each other to 

maintain the good relationship between 

both members. Communication is most 

significant. 

Moreover in Kenya, I got new great 

experience. I was able to feel Kenya by 

not only my eyes and ears but also all of 

my body. The experience is what TV and 

magazines cannot report. Especially most 

impressive memory is seeing wild 

animals. Giraffe, zebra, hippopotamus, 

and so on. It is amazing to me. 

I think all experience I got will make 

me grow up.I want to keep maintaining 

the great relationship with Kenyan 

members. 

 

International Relation Affair 

Asuka Uchida 

 

I had an opportunity to participate in 

the conference this year and it provided 

me with a lot of valuable experiences. I 

want to go to Kenya once again, and learn 

more about the country. 

On a flight from Qatar to Kenya I had 

a great view spread out below. There 

were a few scattered trees on a vast and 

boundless ground. All of a sudden I 

realized that I had reached Kenya at last. 

I felt it was pleasantly cool there. When 

the Japanese members went out and 

walked in the town, some strangers spoke 

to us in Chinese occasionally. That is the 

first time I realized Japanese and 

Chinese people belong to the same race 

group to their eyes. 

I was able to see what the place 

actually looks like. In my opinion, it is 

important to see different places and 

people with your own eyes and learn from 

someone living in a different culture from 

your own. Also I was able to experience a 
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lot of different things through many 

activities of the conference. We visited 

the JICA office in Kenya. One member of 

the JICA staff talked to us what they had 

done to support driving continued growth 

and reduction of poverty for Africa and 

their specific activities.  It definitely 

enriched our study topic.  

We could experience an ordinary life at 

home in Nairobi. We rode a Matatu (a 

bus) that drove at a tremendous speed on 

an unpaved road. We were not tied to the 

schedules. Sometimes unpredictable 

problems that seldom take place in Japan 

occurred and they were very difficult to 

solve. The members who participated in 

the conference lived together during their 

stay in Kenya. For example, we took a 

pleasure trip to Naivasha for three days. 

We did quite a few things in a group all 

the time. All these refreshing experiences 

were opportunities to grow myself a lot.  

We explored Kenyan towns, and got to 

know about the local people and their 

lives with my own eyes. 

This way, I could have a lot of 

experiences and learn as much as I could 

as a member of JKSC. I would like to 

express my gratitude to all the conference 

participants and everyone who has 

related to JKSC. 

Planning Affair 

Wenbo Chang 

 

First of all, I have to thank the 

chairperson of both sides of this 15th 

conference because they made this 

conference held successfully even though 

we always had many problems and 

obstacles through the planning. Without 

the cooperation and sacrifice which 

Kenyan member made for us, this 

conference would have not been possible 

at all. Thus I am really grateful for them.  

This main conference had many new 

challenges. For example, throughout the 

history of JKSC we were the first one who 

lent the furnished house and a car. In 

addition to that we had 2 Muslim 

members, which had never happened 

before. Thus we were able to 

communicate cultures and traditions not 

only between Japan and Kenya but with 

Islam world. The activity of visiting Jalal' 

house to feel Islamic life-style was the 

greatest example of this challenging 

experiment. As you can see above, we 

experimented several new things but it 

didn't mean the lack of respect for the 

former JKSC. We held the symposium at 

the embassy of Japan in Nairobi as usual 

and visited the JICA which JKSC have 
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visited almost every year. Both academic 

activities enabled us to acquire deep 

understanding toward each other' culture. 

Personally I chose Art as my academic 

subject since I had had no ideas what Art 

means in Kenya. However after the final 

presentation we made in the symposium, 

I figured out the problem Kenyan Art 

faces now as well as huge difference that 

lies between Japanese Art and Kenyan 

one. Another significant key word of this 

year's conference is well-balance. There is 

plenty of time for fun activities such as 

ice skating and Safari tour in Naivasha 

besides serious academic program. 

Watching animals in wild life was the 

new experience for all Japanese members. 

I could not imagine I would be able to 

realize that when I had been in Japan. 

Also all Japanese members were 

impressed by the magnificent view of the 

great valley.  

Next year JKSC will be held at Japan. 

We are ready to give them what they gave 

us this year. That means we, Japanese 

members, have responsibility to 

introduce Japan to the world and give 

positive impression to the Kenyan people. 

This mission is not only just about the 

future of JKSC but will affect future 

relationship of both countries. 

Kenyan Chairperson 

Rahab Kihuha 

 

First and foremost I must begin with a 

note of thanks to all of the JKSC 

members who made this conference a 

success. Initially we were faced with 

many challenges with planning due to 

the issue of insecurity in Kenya. However 

due to teamwork and coordination we 

were able to do our best with the 

resources available to us. One thing I 

noticed with this conference was how 

different and unique the plans and 

activities were done. For the first time in 

the history of the conference we rented a 

house and lived together. This meant 

more interaction between the Japanese 

and Kenyan members. I think the 

Japanese members got a firsthand 

experience of Kenyan culture raw and 

pure.  

Secondly the topics and the places we 

visited really made me appreciate some 

things and places I had taken for granted. 

An example was Paa Ya Paa arts center 

and national archives. In the case of 

archives I pass it every day on my way to 

school but have never been inside. The 

experience is one I will not easily forget. I 

learnt so much about Kenyan 
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history .The visit to one of the member’s 

home though unexpected turned out to be 

wonderful. The three study topics apart 

from history also taught me to appreciate 

the various forms of art here in Kenya 

and relations that Japan and Kenya have 

especially through JICA. 

Personally I enjoyed all the moments 

we shared with the other Kenyan and 

Japanese members, and all the activities 

we did except ice skating. The conference 

played a huge role in my life and really 

taught me a different perspective of 

looking at everything. I am glad I was a 

part of the 15th JKSC conference. 

 

Kenyan Vice Chairperson 

Jalal-U-Din Ayub 

 

I felt the urge to attend the 15th JKSC 

conference as I have always had the hope 

and belief of not only opening my mind to 

different views and opinions, but also 

meeting and learning how to work hand 

in hand with people from a different 

society and culture in order to achieve 

mutual goals i.e. “A better society.” 

Japan and Kenya according to me are 

both great nations, but can be made 

better through interactions, conferences, 

discussions and symposia amongst the 

youth who actually, are the “Leaders of 

tomorrow.” Many people want a better 

society, perhaps improved relationships 

with ally countries, but very few take a 

stand and try to improve these 

relationships, I believe this was a golden 

opportunity, not only to understand each 

other’s societies but also to build a bond 

that will hopefully last for years to come. 

A bond created between strangers that 

will someday make the two nations 

stronger allies as well as support the idea 

of empowering future generations with 

similar opportunities such as the JKSC 

in order to further strengthen and 

maintain this bond. My main reason to 

attend the JKSC was to be a part of the 

creation of this special bond between 

Japan and Kenya. 

My aim for the main conference as a 

vice-chairperson, was to gain effective 

communication skills through exposure 

to different styles of presentation and to 

be able to use them in assisting all 

members in their various roles while at 

the same time sharing my views and 

ideas as I further built on my experience 

in working as a team to have a successful 

conference. I also hoped to gain as much 

exposure to the Japanese culture and 

way of doing business as possible so as to 
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be a successful businessman in the 

future. 

JKSC gave me a wonderful 

opportunity of working in a group with a 

Japanese member as well as a Kenyan 

member. The topic “Arts in Kenya” was of 

interest to all of us. The gaining of 

effective communication skills and 

understanding one another enabled the 

three of us to come up with a perfectly 

put together presentation in a very short 

time with no arguments or 

misunderstandings which truly, is a step 

towards achieving that mutual goal of “A 

better society.” 

An experience such as the JKSC 

conference is not one that can be acquired 

anywhere else and is therefore very 

unique in its own special way. This 

experience I believe, helped model me 

into a better citizen since I visited and got 

to know about places that I had never 

been to but were also in my reach. It also 

brought with it lots of lessons worth a lot 

more than money can buy. My hope is to 

one day become an owner of a successful 

business, and I feel that the JKSC 

conference has helped me take positive 

steps towards my goal in life. Today, just 

as different people sponsor students to 

attend the conference, tomorrow I wish to 

be in a position to do the same so as to 

enable others gain a similar or even 

better experience than mine.  

I would love to express my utmost 

gratitude to all the sponsors, alumni and 

current members who played very 

important roles in making the 15th JKSC 

conference a success. 

 

Academic Affair 

Don Handa 

 

The idea behind the Japan-Kenya 

Student Conference is to foster a deeper 

understanding between students from 

the different countries. One would 

assume that the process of international 

exchange would involve gaining 

knowledge about a different country. 

While this part is true, what stood out the 

most for me during this experience is the 

extent of knowledge that I gained, not 

about Japan, but about my home country 

Kenya. 

While doing research on the chosen 

topics for study for this year’s conference, 

I did learn quite a bit about Japan. The 

topic I chose to work on, international 

co-operation, involved learning about 

Japan not as a country existing on its 

own, but as part of the international 
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community; the relationship that Japan 

has with the rest of the world. In this 

sense, my study for the conference 

brought my attention to the extent to 

which Japan cooperates with Kenya, and 

to the numerous projects for which the 

Japanese government provides support 

for in Kenya. Such information, being a 

student of International Relations, is 

vital for broadening my understanding of 

the world we live in. 

However, the experience of moving 

across different areas of Nairobi during 

the conference proved to be the most 

interesting part of the main conference. 

On a personal level, in my interactions 

with the Japanese students, I managed to 

learn about aspects of Japanese life that 

were quite different from the life that I 

have gotten accustomed to in my home 

country. In the two and a half weeks 

during which we lived together, I must 

say, Japanese sensitivity to time emerged 

as the starkest difference between the 

two cultures. This is not to say that other 

differences between the two peoples (the 

Japanese and the Kenyans) are 

insignificant, but rather, that the 

time-consciousness, and punctuality of 

the Japanese exists in sharp contrast to 

what we here in Africa have come to refer 

to as “African timing”; a generally 

unhurried, nonchalant attitude towards 

time-keeping. 

Beyond the individual, watching the 

Japanese reacting to the various aspects 

of Kenyan life to which they were exposed 

was quite interesting. This presented the 

various perceptions that people outside 

Kenya hold of my home country, and 

further, the perceptions that Kenyans 

hold of foreigners. One thing I noticed 

was the mistaken assumption among 

some Kenyans that we met, that the 

Japanese students were actually Chinese. 

This spoke only to the extent to which the 

Chinese community has become visible, 

along with the obviously limited 

knowledge among the Kenyan public, of 

the different foreign communities present 

in Kenya today. 

Ultimately, I immensely enjoyed the 

Conference for the opportunity that I had, 

to experience Kenya in a way that I had 

not done so before. For this, the 

Conference will remain one of the more 

stimulating experiences of my life. I am 

grateful for having gone through this, 

and would wish that it continues long 

into the future, so that many more people 

can see and learn, as I got to see and 

learn during this period. 
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Accountant 

Melanie Macoloo 

 

I attended the 15th JKSC conference in 

hopes of leaning the Japanese culture but 

also learning to work with people from a 

different culture. I have really enjoyed 

the conference very much as it has helped 

bring a better understanding and better 

relationship between Kenya and Japan.  

This was a golden opportunity for me 

to be part and parcel of as it was very 

educational through the different 

discussions we had. We discussed and 

presented topics which affect the two 

countries (Kenya and Japan) and we also 

discussed ways in which Kenya can learn 

from Japan and vice versa. This 

conference brought together strangers 

from different parts of the world and 

taught them how to work together and 

learn from one another. It also gave me a 

clear understanding of the Japanese 

culture.  

My post as the finance chair for the 

Kenyan side was to ensure that the 

resources were spent well and we did not 

run out of money which was a success. I 

was also part of a group which did their 

research on Art in Kenya today which 

enabled me to work in a group and it also 

taught me to consider and appreciate my 

group members’ opinions and work 

together in harmony. 

This experience was very unique and 

life changing and I am not the same 

person I was before this conference. I 

have become a better individual and now 

I am able to say I can work well with 

Japanese people without any conflicts. 

JKSC has also helped to bring out the 

leader in me which I did not know existed. 

I cannot really put into words how 

appreciative I am to have such an 

experience.  

I would like to thank everybody who 

made this conference a success staring 

from the sponsors who without their 

funding non of this would be possible, the 

JKSC alumni and the 15th JKSC 

conference Japanese members. 
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Training Camp in March, Alumni 

Meeting 

 

Date: 20th, 21th March 

Place: National Olympics Memorial 

Youth Center 

 

It was a first meeting for us as 15th 

JKSC. Each of us has done a research 

according to our interests about Kenya 

and gave a presentation. Celebrating its 

15th anniversary of JKSC, we had an 

alumni meeting. OB, OG and present 

members got to know each other and 

shared their feelings and wishes for 

JKSC. We also listened to their 

experience and advices which made the 

meeting quite important.  

 

Training Camp in April 

 

Date: 26th, 27th April 

Place: National Olympics Memorial 

Youth Center 

 

We talked about how to choose the 

members who go to Kenya and what to do 

there. Each of us gave a presentation 

about where we want to visit in Kenya. 

We also visited African Heritage Festival 

in Sagamiono where we tried some 

Kenyan food. We members got to know 

each other better and gave shape to our 

image of the main conference.  

 

Training Camp in June 

 

Date: 31th May, 1th June 

Place: Osaka University 

 

We worked out concrete plans of 

fieldworks during the main conference 

and told it to the Kenyan members. After 

they checked the details such as a budget, 

we conducted a further examination. Also, 

we studied a risk management based on 

information offered by the Ministry of 

Foreign Affairs and the Embassy of 

Japan in Kenya.  

 

Training Camp in July 

 

Date: 5th, 6th, July 

Place: Hamamatsu Social Welfare and 

Exchange Center 

 

Each group of study topics gave a 

presentation of their research which they 

were developing and made a clear 

demand of Japanese members for the 

main conference. Also we invited Chiaki 

Hayakawa, who runs a school in a slum 
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in Kenya and listened to her. It was a 

good opportunity to deepen our interests 

and wipe away our worry about security 

and health. 

 

Main Conference Eve 

 

Date: 15th August 

Place: National Olympics Memorial 

Youth Center 

 

As a final confirm before going abroad, 

we made sure of the whole plan and what 

to do in an emergency. The meeting 

finished without any problem and 

departed for Kenya peacefully. 
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